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Le Calao Pygmée est très sporadiquement distribué en Afrique Occidentale du Sénégal jusqu’au 
Nigeria, à l'exception du Togo. Fry et al’ le dit présent au Bénin dans le texte mais l’espeéce est omise 
de la carte de distribution, et l'auteur n'en a retrouvé aucune référence dans ses recherches dans les 
archives depuis le siècle passé. Néanmoins ces deux observations récentes, lune dans la Forêt Classée 
de la Lama au sud du pays, et l'autre dans un site de forêt secondaire au centre, confirment la présence 
de l'espèce en République du Bénin. En même temps il y a quelques observations sur le comportement 
dune espeéce qui. 4 cause de son habitat préféré, n'a été que relativement peu observé. 


ry etal’ report, somewhat ambiguously, the occur- 
F rence of Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill Tockus camurus 
from Bénin. Although Bénin is mentioned in the introduc- 
tory text it is omitted from the distribution map. No 
records were apparently available at that time to support its 
occurrence in the country. Dowsett & Dowsett-Lemaire- 
did not include the species on their Republic of Bénin list, 
but the error also appears in Kemp’ who considered its 
distribution to include Benin, and itis possible that this is 
the source of the Birds ofAfrice’ erroras Kemp's papers were 
used extensively in preparing the Bucerotidae accounts. 
Fry eta? state that it isan “endemic, resident of lowland 
forest” species. According to published information it 
appears to occur, sporadically and sparsely distributed 
through suitable habitat. from Sierra Leone to Nigeria, with 
the exception of Togo and Bénin'*"”. Two recent field 
records for the Republic of Bénin are, therefore, of interest 
and mean that the species can be unequivocally stated to 
occur in the country. 

P. Coubeou reported Tockus camurus from the Foret 
Classée de la Lama, (6°55'N-07°00'N and 02°04'E- 
02°12'E), sometime in April-October 1994’’. This is 
apparently the first Bénin record. No details are includedin 
the report and Iam unsure of its authenticity as the species 
was not recorded by Waltert & Mithlenberg’, during a 
detailed study of the same area which revealed the presence 
of two other species of forest hornbills—African Pied 
Hornbill Tockus fasciatus and the rare White-crested 
Hornbill T. albocristatus. Tockus fasciatus semifasciatus 
has also been recorded in Lama Forest? and in the 
Forét Classée de Ouari Maro in central Bénin (Claffey 
in prep.). Elgood et al’ note that Tockus camurus is 
‘heard more often than seen’ and it is possible that it 
has been overlooked in both Bénin and Togo. 

I recorded Tockus camurus on 19 and 25 October 
1998, a single bird on both occasions, in a small area 
of old secondary forest c5 km south-east of Bétérou 
(09°12'N 02°1G6'E). This is considerably further north 
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than Coubeou’s observation, in an area where there 
is a little remaining forest and much secondary 
outlying savanna growth, such as at this site. The 
upperparts were distinctively brown, with white 
spots in the median-coverts, a feature which I noted 
on the second visit. The underparts were white. The 
species is unmistakable because of its red bill. The 
bird seen on 19 October was probably a female as 
there was black in the tip of the bill. 

The behaviour of the bird is also of interest and 
certainly explains why it is easily overlooked in dense 
growth. I noted itas ‘squirrel-like’ as it climbed branches in 
the upper level of the trees ina ‘flattened’ position, parallel 
tothe branches. The long tail was heldin the same manner, 
adding to this impression. Its movements were very agile, 
and, without viewing the bird through binoculars, could 
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easily have been overlooked as a large squirrel. 4, Fry, C.H., Keith, S. and Urban, E.K. (eds) 1988. The 

Given this description and the habitat preferences of Birds of Africa. Vol 3. London, UK: Academic Press. 
the species, ‘extending into secondary forest and isolated Grimes, L.G. 1987. The Birds of Ghana: an anno- 
forest patches”, these records confirm the presence of tated check-list. BOU Check-List No. 9. Tring: British 
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University Press. 
7, Sinsin, B. 1995. La Forêt Classée de la Lama: aperçu 


AV 


Acknowledgements général d'un écosystème naturel aménagé dans un 
My thanks to Dr R J Dowsett & F Dowsett-Lemaire for environnement socio-économique. Notes du 
comments on a first draft of this note. 7 Laboratoire d’Ecologie Appliquée de la FSA UN 
Bénin No. 3. 
References 8. Waltert. M. and Muhlenberg. M. in prep. Notes on 
1. Cheke, R.A. and Walsh, J.F. 1996. The Birds of Togo: the avifauna of the Noyau Ventral, Forét Classée de 
an annotated check-list. BOU Check-List No. 14. la Lama, Republic of Bénin. Malimbus. 
Tring: British Ornithologists’ Union. 9. Waltert, M. 1998. Etude Ecologique du Novau Cen- 
2. Dowsett, RJ. and Dowsett-Lemaire, F. 1993. tralForét Classée de la Lama, Bénin. Rapport sur 
Afrotropical avifaunas: annotated country check- l'inventaire des Oiseaux. Unpubl. report for Eco 
lists. Liège: Tauraco Press. (Oberaula), MIFOR-GTZ ONAB. 


3. Elgood, J.H. 1994. The Birds of Nigeria: an anno- 
tated check-list. BOU Check-List No. 4. Second edi- 
tion. Tring: British Ornithologists’ Union. 


B. P. 302, Parakou, Bénin. 


The American Birding Association 


Join the American Birding Association — the only North American organization for 
field birders. Get involved with bird education and conservation projects and 


e Stay in touch with the latest issues in birding through 
Birding magazine and Winging It newsletter. 

e Find all of the books, optics, and accessories you 

A need in The Birder’s Catalog. 

se oe Make contact with local birders as you travel using our 


SS Birder’s Resource Guide. 
e Join us at birding conferences and conventions and 
2 much more. 

American Birding Association 
a y Æ = Colorado Springs, CO 
si b 80934, USA 
CS es ~~ Phone: 719/578-1614 
~~ “The best value in birding today!” Fax: 719/978-1480 
Es E-mail: member@aba.org 


International membership dues: US $45.00 Visa and M/C accepted | 


Join on line through our Web site: sonic aces | 


108 — Bull ABC Vol 6 No 2 Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill in the Republic of Bénin: Claffey 


